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Industry doing Kenya proud
Even as the world continues to grapple with unprecedented shocks among them climate 
change, COVID-19 pandemic and the Russian-Ukraine war, the Kenyan horticulture industry 
has flourished defying these odds to remain resilient and post impressive figures.

The latest data indicates that while income from the export of horticultural produce dropped 
to Ksh144 billion in 2019, it rose to Ksh150 billion in 2020, the pandemic year. This was attrib-
uted to both the demand of the fresh produce especially in the European markets to cover 
for the dietary needs of consumers at the height of the pandemic and the concerted efforts 
of the government and the private sector to keep the industry afloat.

Last year, earnings from horticulture exports recorded one of the highest figures at Sh158 
billion making it the largest foreign exchange earner by overtaking tea and tourism.

“Our export sector did Kenya proud. We expected the worst but our earnings are up, an indi-
cation of Kenya’s potential to protect its markets by ensuring products reached the markets 
in a challenging environment,” said Trade Cabinet Secretary Betty Maina when speaking 
at the Kenya Export Strategy 2020 Webinar organized by the Kenya Export Promotion and 
Branding Agency in 2020.

To grow its global market share and earnings and move from over reliance on European 
markets, the industry has set its eyes on new export markets among them Canada, Turkey, 
Japan, Russia, Australia, China, US and Malaysia.  This will also bolster domestic production 
capacity.

But it hasn’t quite been rosy as industry players among them growers, exporters and breed-
ers grapple with a host of challenges including lack of cargo capacity and high cost of air 
transport, exorbitant energy costs, lack of inputs and spiraling cost of these all-important 
products, compliance issues and unfavourable government policies such as double taxation 
between national and county governments and high cost of doing business.

The ban of pesticides majorly used by growers of horticultural produce in the country has 
been a hot potato in the recent past. The ban is informed by the EU Green Deal initiative 
with the argument being that majority of the pesticides used are harmful to people and the 
planet. More than 200 pesticides have been mentioned for review and possible ban. Industry 
players have however put on a spirited fight and campaign arguing that the ban would lead 
to the collapse of the industry, which cannot survive without the conventional pest control 
arsenals and instead advocates for judicious use of the pesticides.

And as the industry embraces sustainable practices to conform with global trends, it is look-
ing at exporting its flowers by sea to reduce its carbon footprint. While the option to em-
brace maritime transportation of flowers has also been necessitated by capacity constraints 
and high prices of air transport, the industry is embracing the green move to ensure the 
Kenyan brand flower takes the pride of place in the global sustainable flowers industry.

“We have been accused of being one of the leading air-pollutants but a shift from air to sea 
will see carbon emissions from cargo planes ferrying flowers reduced by 80 per cent,” said 
Clement Tulezi, the CEO of Kenya Flower Council said w at a press conference.
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A
fter ten years 
of development 
and three years 
of different 
implementations, 

sea transport for Kenya flowers is 
now commercial. The development 
has been met with excitement by 
over 150 partners (farms & buyers) 
working together with Chrysal 
Africa in exporting and importing 
flowers by sea. While saving on 
costs considering the high price of 
airfreight could be the main drive, 
the switch gives a major boost  to 
climate change mitigation efforts 
by reducing carbon miles, a big plus 
for the flower industry.

Chrysal Africa, a leading post-harvest 
solutions company has taken its seat 
in this journey with sights set on 
firming its presence at every step. 
General Manager Niels van Doorn 
talked to HortiNews writer Makena 
Skita on the miles so far.

Indications are that  renewed 
activism over airlifted goods 
is taking the flower industry 
back to the drawing board as 
consumers get  increasingly more 
concerned about climate change 
with suggestions to boycott goods 
travelling by air.  “By 2030, at least 
50% will be shipped by sea - is 
the general consensus”,  he said, 
expressing sentiments of many 
flower industry players who strive 
to comply with measures to reduce 
carbon miles in their operations.  
“But we anticipate reaching 50% by 
sea to be sooner: when consumers 
and buyers decide no more air 
lights for flowers, we want to be 
ready”,  said Van Doorn.

Rosy by the sea!
Kenya commercializes sea transport for flowers

Air transport has remained the 
single most expensive item in the 
flower business, gobbling up to 50 
per cent of earnings for the 50 years 
the flower industry has been in 
existence, according to reports by 
the Kenya Flower Council. Coupled 
with paucity of cargo space; growers, 
exporters and consolidators have 
for the longest time raised concerns 
about the airport challenge without a 
solution in sight. When the outbreak 
of the covid-19 pandemic grounded 
air transport in 2020 with global 
cancellation of flights, shortage 
of cargo space got worse with few 
airlines getting the greenlight to 
operate.

Before then, trials with sea freight 
had been going on but the process 
was slow.  With the high cost and 
scarcity of cargo space, during the 
pandemic, we conducted a one-on-one 
session with an operations manager 
of a leading flower firm that has been 
dealing with sea transport since 2019. 
We wanted to hear more about the 
mode of transport and its impact on 
operations.

It took longer to ship roses by sea, 
unlike other types of flowers.  The 
number of firms and tonnage of sea 
freighted roses has been on the rise 
since 2020, from about   1-5 containers 
per week to 10-15 containers per week 
in 2021.  

Turn to page 17

BY MAKENA SKITA



Would you like to have better 
quality flowers and increase 
profit?

For more info please contact us at: info@chrysal.co.ke

SERVICES
by Chrysal Africa

Products
four ingredients, anti-ethylene treatment, packing liner

Service
product preparation, training & monitoring, quality 
checks, weekly auditoring of sea freight process

Equipment
dipping stands, buckets, PPE, temperature, pH and EC 
meters

Long storage service
more flexibility with volumes and react to market conditions

Chain support
building sustainable partnerships between growers, 
shippers and buyers

Products
four ingredients

Service
product preparation, training 
& monitoring

Equipment
dipping stands, buckets, PPE 

Data reporting
parameters, quality improvements

Service
free of charge help to improve 
process & overall quality

Keeps your roses Botrytis free • Enhances colours • Ensures uniform opening 
Prolongs vase life • Enables for Long StorageSERVICES

by Chrysal Africa

Chrysal Services
In June 2019 Chrysal Africa launched an anti-Botrytis 
treatment for roses: the innovative Chrysal Rose Dip 
Service, which has since grown to become the leading 
premium anti-Botrytis treatment in Kenya. This service 
is an unique concept, that provides the perfect solution 
to the problem of Botrytis losses. Rose Dip is extremely 
effective against Botrytis and helps growers to keep 
their beautiful roses fresh for longer, full of colour and 
free of Botrytis. We offer an unique, tailor made service 
that fits seamlessly, ensuring that they understand the 
importance of the process as well as how to recognize 
Botrytis related issues. 

Chrysal Rose Dip
Botrytis cinerea (grey mould) is a fungus which causes 
a loss of quality in flowers like Rose, Chrysanthemum, 
Gerbera and Lisianthus. The place of origin, season, 
hygiene during processing and storage, weather 
conditions and climate control play important roles 

Chrysal Rose DipUntreated

Day 13

in the appearance and development of Botrytis. The 
fungus thrives on both living and dead plant materials. 
The infection starts when miniscule mould spores, spread 
through the air. Starting as a small speck (‘pock’) on the 
flower petals, it spreads right to the bottom of the flower. 

It gradually changes its colour to brown and becomes 
moist and finally makes the petals fall off. Unfortunately, 
Botrytis is an irreversible condition. Whilst infected 
flower petals are often removed by hand, there can be 
no guarantees that the fungal infection has not already 
damaged the rest of the petals.

Chrysal Rose Dip is the only registered anti-Botrytis product, making it safe to use and up to 95% effective against Botrytis
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United Selections & Könst 
Alstroemeria Invites You to IFTEX 

2022 Stand: B5.01
Intriguing colors of Standard & spray roses, including alstro-

emerias will be showcased at stand B5.01

After more than two years of no exhibition 
due to the pandemic and social-distancing, 
it is great that finally closed door meetings 
including exhibitions are back and in this 
case IFTEX.

United Selections and their strategic partner Könst Al-
stroemeria will be having a joint stand during this year’s 
IFTEX. The two breeders of roses and alstroemerias re-
spectively, invites you to visit their stand during the IF-
TEX week.

Breeding is a long-term endeavour, one that demands 
passion and commitment. Due to their commitment to 
breed a colourful future, United Selections once again 
have intriguing colors from their wide assortment of 
both standard and spray roses available for review dur-
ing the show.

To enhance floral chain sustainability, the breeder 
strives to breed roses that are well-suited for different 
altitudes and markets. Notably, United Selections is the 
only breeder which solely does it’s breeding and selec-
tions in Kenya and testing around the world. Testing 
areas range from Kenya, Ecuador, Colombia, The Neth-
erlands, Ethiopia and Japan, just to name a few.

The following are some of the key highlights both from 
standard and spray roses to look forward to.

Nova Vita
Nova Vita is a white premium rose, with a relatively big 
bud size. Nova Vita is a pure white rose ideal for any 
wedding floral needs. The beauty and the touch of Nova 
Vita comes to life, when you have this rose on the vase. 
Everyone should experience the purity of Nova Vita.
Simply put, Nova Vita is the symbol of a “ New Life” or a 
new beginning.
         

Rise & Shine
From the name, you can already guess, this is the 
rose to chase the blues away. It represents optimism, 
positive energy and mood. Rise & Shine is a newly 
introduced yellow-colored rose. 
Rise & Shine travels superbly and opens nicely and 
fully on the vase.

Rise & Shine
From the name, you can already guess, this is the rose to 
chase the blues away. It represents optimism, positive 
energy and mood. Rise & Shine is a newly introduced 
yellow-colored rose. 
Rise & Shine travels superbly and opens nicely and fully 
on the vase.
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Golden Blossoms
Blossoms and Magical series of spray roses from United 
Selections have gained some significant footing both in 
Kenya, Africa and around the world including Latin Amer-
ica. Golden Blossoms is one key highlight to look forward 
to. This elegant spray rose has balanced bud size and on 
average 6 buds per stem.

 Velvet Blossoms
Velvet Blossoms is a red velvety blossoms spray rose. 
This rose has a decent head size, length and vase life.

Sunset Magic
Sunset Magic from the magical series, is a premium 
Bi-colored spray rose. This rose is gardened-shaped 
and ideal for mixed floral needs and arrangements.

Importance point to note:
United Selections has been at the forefront of sea 
freight-testing of their rose varieties. Though there is still 
a long way to go, the breeder enjoys a significant success 
with most of its varieties already. A significant number of 
varieties have been tested on sea freight and it is an ongo-
ing venture. Madam Red, Nova Vita, Rise & Shine, Madam 
Cerise, Golden Blossoms, Jumilia, Velvet Blossoms are some 
the highlight-varieties which travel well under sea freight.

Lastly, Konst alstroemerias, will be showcasing their rich 
assortment of alstroemeria varieties together with United 
Selections at stand B5.01.  The following alstromerias varie-
ties are some of the key highlights to look forward to.

Napoli  Dubai

Prestige

Jelle Posthumus
NL: +31 (0) 620778897, 
KE+ 254 (0) 786580761
www. united-selections.com
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The Cargolite packaging 
technology that was 
pioneered in Kenya has 
become the choice of the 
flower industry globally. 

“We have reached a point where 
customers are requesting growers to 
send flowers in cargolite boxes”, said 
Martin Kabaka, Sales & Marketing 
Manager, when HortiNews sought 
an update on the technology since it 
kicked off in Kenya in 2016.

Cargolite Packaging technolo-
gy launching the new XL and Sea 
Freight CL carton for flowers

Developed in Israel, built in Kenya for the world

Cargolite is an innovation of John 
Kowarsky the CEO and developed 
by Amnon Zamir, an Israel-based  
Research & Technology engineer.

Mr Kabaka has overseen the trials, 
semi-commercial trials and full 
commercialization of Cargolite 
that is constantly being improved 
since the first cartons entered the 
industry in 2016.   

The most current improvement is 
the Cargolite XL box, introduced 
last year with capacity for more 
stems. “This is our latest box, a 
98x40x28cm  that comes with 
carton made frames to conform 
with reduction of plastics require-
ments” said Mr Kabaka explaining 
that importers are being tasked to 
reduce plastics from goods enter-
ing the EEC.  “The XL boxes were 
developed when the UK Govern-
ment started tasking the import-
ers to reduce on the amount of 
plastics coming into the country. 
Note that they were not com-
pletely forbidden but reduced.  
The innovation comes in handy 
in readiness for possibilities of a 
total ban in future with frequent 
changes due to carbon foot prints 
and climate change. Plastics are 
increasingly being phased out due 
to environmental concerns over 
global warming. Martin, however, 
added, that “Cargolite used only 
recycled plastics to produce the 
frames for the CL carton”.

And as Kenya begins to shift from 
air to sea freight of flowers, Car-
golite is working on a sea freight 
box that will allow for better cold 
air circulation to each box in the 
container, Mr Kabaka said.

The box is developed within 
the sea freight protocols so that 
it maintains the quality of the 
flower as it travels for the 30days 
in the high seas. “The sea freight 
box is special in that it allows cold 
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Cargolite is not just a 
box, it is a concept in 
flower packaging.  The 
boxes are skidded at 
the farm, or palletized 
by the forwarder 
and loaded into the 
plane/ sea container 
as a skidded product, 
ensuring the flower 
reaches the destination 
in the condition as it 
was packed at farm leve

air circu-
lation to 
every individ-
ual box in the 
container. This is 
made possible by the 
spaces between each 
carton, that were designed 
by Cargolite.” Mr Kabaka 
said adding that the concept 
is compatible with the activities of 
every stakeholder in the chain.  “It’s a 
four stakeholder process. The grower, 
forwarder, the Cargolite® concept  
and the buyer must all be involved 
with each  other’s line so that all of 
us fit into getting the final product 
to the consumer in the best possible 
state”, Mr Kabaka said.  

It is for this reason Cargolite is 
training farm staff on the Cargolite 
concept.  ‘We are conducting regular 
training at the farms that are already 
using our boxes or when introducing 
the boxes to new users to maintain 
the uniqueness of the box”, Mr kaba-
ka said.

From the initial trials with one farm 
in 2016, today 35 companies across the 

coun-
try 

are using 
Cargolite 

boxes,  with some 
buyers  in Europe giv-

ing specifications to their 
suppliers to use the box due 

to its compatibility with market 
requirements.

Cargolite is not just a box, it is a con-
cept in flower packaging.  The boxes are 
skidded at the farm, or palletized by the 
forwarder and loaded into the plane/ sea 
container as a skidded product, ensuring 
the flower reaches the destination in the 
condition as it was packed at farm level.  

On sea transport Mr Kabaka says,” I 
believe that in the coming years it will 
be the main mode for flower transport. 
This is because sea transport is 50 per 
cent cheaper than air transport and 
can solve the shortage of space via air 
freight! Besides, the flower purchasers 
can plan their purchases precisely as 
they know exactly what is available 
to sell from the containers.   Mr Kaba-
ka added, expressing confidence that 
Cargolite is ready for a full bloom of sea 
freight containers. 

JohnKowarky
Chief Executive Officer
Tel: +97252328210
johnk@nalto2012.com

Amnon Zamir
Research & Development Manager
Tel: +972526383737
amnonz@nalto2012.com

Martin Kabaka
Sales & Marketing Manager
Tel; 254 722309318
Kabakam@nalto2012.com
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Sharp dip in one 2022  earnings  
 (low-quality avocados and a sharp fall in 
returns from flowers)

Data from the Kenya National Bureau of 
Statistics (KNBS) shows the export value of the 
produce declined to KSh26 billion in the period 
under review from KSh46 billion for the same 
period last year.

Head of Horticulture Directorate, Benjamin 
Tito says a good number of avocados that 
were exported were not mature enough, 
resulting into low value and huge rejection of 
the produce in the world market, which would 
have lifted earnings.
Earnings from flowers dropped by KSh10.3 
billion to KSh21.8 billion in the quarter under 
review while fruits raked in KSh2 billion 
from KSh5.6 billion previously. Returns from 
vegetables fell by KSh6.1 billion to KSh2.2 
billion.

The European Union ranks as the largest 
importer of Kenyan horticultural products, 
buying 45% of the commodities mainly 
comprising cut flowers, French beans, snow 
peas, and Asian vegetables. Other leading 
export destinations for all the horticultural 
produce are the Netherlands, United Kingdom 
(UK), Germany, Austria, Italy, France, Belgium, 
the Middle East, and the Far East. 

Industry overview
Kenya tops avocado exports 

K
enya tops avocado exports Kenya was the leading exporter of Avocado in Africa and among top 10 world’s 
largest exporters last year, with Murang’a leading with 31 percent total production. Horticulture Crops 
Directorate (HCD) Director Benjamin Tito that Murang’a was followed closely by Kiambu County, and 
Nakuru, Kisii, Nyamira, Meru and Bomet came in third place.

The Director also confirmed that in the same period, newcomers Nyeri, Laikipia, Elgeyo Marakwet and Uasin Gishu 
have nearly doubled the area under production and are counties to watch in the Avocado production in the next two 
years when the crops come to bearing.  The overall  horticulture performance from January to November 2021, Tito 
said that last year avocado farmers returned Sh14.41 billion in the review period compared to Sh14.48 billion the same 
period last year.

Earnins up in 2021
Horticulture products exported in 2021 from January 
to November, from Sh136.7 billion in 2020 to Sh145.4 
billion in 2021 representing a 6 percent increase.This 
is attributed to the increased volumes despite the 
average export prices achieved being low compared 
to those achieved in 2020. The total volume and value 
of horticulture exports reached 313 million kilos with 
a value of Sh150 billion. The total volume of exports 
increased by 85 million kilos representing a 30 percent 
rise that was  attributed to increased demand especially 
for flowers and vegetables.

The Director confirmed that the demand for  resh 
produce has started picking up as most of the export 
destinations started relaxing the protocol of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

During the period, cut flowers shipped to the lucrative 
European market reached Sh101 billion followed by 
vegetables at Sh26.8 billion, fruits returned Sh17.5 billion

Vegetable exports volumes increased from 34.38 million 
kilos in 2020 to 65.13 million kilos in 2021 and the value 
also increased from Sh13.9 billion in 2020 to Sh23.78 
billion in 2021 with the United Kingdom, Holland and 
France still continuing to be leading export destinations. 

The volume of fruits exported increased from 99.5 
million kilos in 2020 to 110.5 million kilos in 2021 
representing an 11 percent rise as compared to the same 
period in 2020 but the  value  dropped from Sh17.75 
billion to Sh17.57 billion in 2021 representing a slight 
decrease of 1 percent.
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T R A N S F O R M I N G  F A R M S  &  L I V E S  T H R O U G H  T E C H N O L O G Y

NPK Blend Fertilisers With 
Balanced Nutrition

Call us for Technical Advice:Elgon Kenya Limited

@elgonkenyaltd

East Gate Road,  Off  Mombasa Road
P.O BOX 46826 -  00100 Nairobi ,  Kenya
Tel :  +254 110 094 464 ,  +254 722 203 089
info@elgonkenya.com www.elgonkenya.com

Tumia Mbolea  Ya Thabiti 
Super Kwa Mazao Mengi 

Standard addition of high quality major, secondary and essential micronutrients through Thabiti Super Blends. 
  Additionally supplementing S, Ca and Mg in a slow release and plant available form ensuring the remain available 
  to the plants for longer. Whereas Zn is added to supply crops needs on the low Zinc soils in East Africa.

Thabiti Super Blends provide all essential and additional microelements free of cost specific to the crop requirements.

ThabitiSuper Blends are formulated to meet these needs while keeping your soil healthy by balancing soil acidity.

Thabiti Super Blends with added nutrients proved to be more cost effective as compared to Straight Fertilizers.

Thabiti Superblends are formulated from high quality base materials, developed specifically for Kenyan Soils.

BENEFITS OF THABITI SUPER FERTILIZERS
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Peter Nyaga
Phone: +254 728992288, 071299 7771 
nyaga25@gmail.com



14 H O R T I N E W S  M AY   -  J U N E  2 0 2 2 15H O R T I N E W S  M AY   -  J U N E  2 0 2 2

AVOCADO
AFRICA
2022

growing. lives. together

JUNE
2 0 2 2

Safari Park Hotel, 
Nairobi, Kenya

27th - 30th
Peter Nyaga
Phone: +254 728992288, 071299 7771 
nyaga25@gmail.com



Buy your tickets 
Registration on the platform 
Visit our website www.avocadoafrica.com
Look for the "Get your Tickets here" option
Sign up Purchase your entry ticket 
*For group tickets contact us 

Unicity Mall, 1st Flr, Thika Road
After Kenyatta University
P.0 Box 12898- 00400 Nairobi, Kenya

+254 722 406 941, +254 733 917 964
+254 722 457 388, +254 733 588 267

secretariat@avocadoafrica.com

www.kenyaavocados.co.ke
www.avocadoafrica.com

Contact us for
Sponsorship and
exhibition
opportunities
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Rosy by the sea!
Kenya commercializes sea transport for flowers

By start of 2022, the cargo went to 
20 containers per week on average 
and there is no turning back; even 
though the low season has started 
that number hasn’t dropped.

“We are making good progress 
with sea freight of roses and I am 
happy to see the positive vibe all 
around this subject and seeing 
more and more people accepting 
sea freight as a sustainable option. 
However, we are learning every 
day. Our Chrysal technical team 
is all around Kenya showing 
the gathered data to growers to 
improve on their processes”, said  
Van Goorn.

He added, “it is cheaper than air 
transport, gives better quality 
and vase life when all steps are 
done right and is generally more  
‘friendly’ to the flower”.  Air 
freighted flowers have more stress 
than sea transported flowers. 
Besides, flowers can stay for longer 
at the harbour awaiting collection 
for distribution if circumstances so 
demand – when the container stays 
closed and plugged in”, Van Doorn 
emphasized.

Long storage of flowers in the 
high seas comes with a strict 
code of cold-chain management 
and botrytis control.  From  
the moment a flower is cut, it 
is placed in a feeding process 
all through and  preserved in 
a sophisticated  temperature 
controlled environment  to 
maintain freshness. Flowers are 
delicate and require good care and 
stable conditions to survive, to get 
to the final buyer when they are 
still fresh.

The temperature is controlled 
regularly to withstand the 26-day 
journey and give the consumer 
their guaranteed vase life.  A single 
mistake after the four weeks and 
all the flowers could rot.  The 
company has around 16 young 
technical people who handle two 
to five farms each. The sea freight 
chain is creating new employment 
opportunities and absorbing 
technology contributing to the 
overall economic development.

Apart from temperature control, 
botrytis (a fungus) and early 
opening are challenges that 
must be managed. Chrysal 
has developed a protocol for 
management of these starting 
with a pre-treatment dip at intake. 

The flowers are packed in a special 
seafreight box  made with features to 
control flow of air in and out of the 
box.  “The special packaging is part 
of a process starting with the grower, 
post-harvest, transport and delivery 
to the buyer”, added Van Doorn.
While many varieties of roses are 
compatible with sea freight, breeders 
are increasingly developing varieties 
for this line.

“Going by the current trend where 
many growers have expressed 
interest to jump in, we expect the 
sea transport to be embraced by 
all exporters by 2025”, Van Doorn 
concluded with a parting shot, ”and 
on the sustainability journey, Chrysal 
wishes to be in the end the grower’s 
most sustainable partner!”

From page 5
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THE GROWING IMPORTANCE OF BIO-PESTICIDES

               An attempt to address the challenge of Malnutrition, Improvement of food  security 
                   and environmental health and safety through the provision of Healthy food.

  By Dr. Taiti Mwaniki, Commercial Manager, JUANCO S.P.S. LTD

Pests account for upward of 40% of food 
loss worldwide.

Feeding the world without pest control is 
impossible yet pest control products are 
generally toxic and raise the issue of 
food safety. 

Globally, over the past four decades, 
there has been a continuously growing 
trend advocating for less and less usage 
of synthetic pesticides in crop 
production. Some products, therefore, 
have been banned while others have 
been restricted in use. 

Various players from different 
organizations lead by the vegetable 
export market, NGO’s and researchers 
in institutions of higher learning have 
posed great pressure to introduce 
biological pest control products for 
healthy food  amid a campaign to 
address malnutrition, improve food 
security, environmental health and 
safety worldwide.

Fortunately, there is a class of bio-pesticides 
that can be used without food and 
environmental safety hazards, including 
antagonistic micro, macro-organisms to 
pests, plant extracts, and organic vegetable 
oils. 

The crop range under residual watch is 
rapidly expanding and now  fruits crops, tea, 
and coffee have become included as residual 
sensitive crops.

Unfortunately, the regulator does not appear 
to be giving bio-pesticdes any preference in the 
registration process

Fortunately,   
 there is 

  a class of 
 bio-pesticides 

   that can 
    be used 

without food 
       and 

environmental 
safety hazards, 

   including 
 antagonistic 
micro-macro 
organisms to 
pests, plant 

extracts, and 
   organic 

vegetable oils
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PYEGAR
®

 Aphids  Mealybugs  Bollworm  Scales  Mites  Thrips  Friut-Fly 

Pyegar® is a high-tech blend of natural Pyrethrins, alliin and 
Azadirachtin in selected edible vegetable oils. The Pyrethrins 
provide a quick knockdown of a whole range of pests and the 
combination of Alliin and Azadirachtin provide sustained kill of the
highly incapacitated pests. 

Pyegar® is active against a wide range of pests including 
bollworms, aphids, whitey, thrips, fruit y, mealybug, scales and
mites. 

Pyegar® has no crop limitations but is particularly ideal for food 
crops where residue levels are of critical interest such as fruits and 
vegetables where it occupies a special window of near-and-during 
harvest period applications.

Bees will not be affected by foraging on sprayed crop the morning 
after. Sprayed crops may be harvested the following day as it has 
no residue issues.

Pyegar® is also used in post harvest management of Fruits ies. 

 

The versatile organic insecticide for use on owers, 
fruits and vegetable in pest management

 Tel: KE:  +254 020 2088754, 0722 207805/6, TZ +255 27 2548505, UG +256 414 663318
 Email: info@juancogroup.com Website: www.Juancogroup.com
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T
his is disease is caused 
by several strains 
of botrytis cinerea 
which is a parasitic or 
saprophytic organism 

hence relies on a susceptible host 
for food. Botrytis mostly affects 
the rose blooms and rarely leaves. 
In the European Market which is 
the major destination for Kenyan 
Flowers head botrytis is regarded 
as one of the major destructive 
diseases. 

The disease is promoted by high 
humidity conditions hence most 
common during the cool and wet 
weather and in the high altitude 
growing areas. The disease starts 
in the farm and may continue to 
develop while the flower is under 
storage or transportation. This 
disease vastly affects the flower 
vase life as it results to total decay 
of the flowers in vase.

BOTRYTIS

Symptoms
Red/pink spotted flower petals tips and edges are 
the initial stages of the attack. This speck occurs 
due to reaction of the flower to the fungal attack.
Flower ball head which fail to open.
Decay of the flower heads
Under severe attacks stems may be attacked and 
results in complete plant dieback.

INSIGHT: The fungus stay in plant debris or soil 
when the conditions are unfavorable and attacks 
the plant when favorable conditions prevail.

Control
Ensure the plant canopies are dry to prevent the 
development of the fungus.
Maintain proper aeration within the plants to 
prevent fungal development.
Proper hygiene by removing the plant debris 
within then beds and sanitizing the harvesting 
tools
Spray with Iprode, Chariot, Nature gold, 
Sporeguard, Megaprode Lock, Pilote and dipping 
in Botristop, Botriguard, Fastruno, Biosure

Note: The fungus has 
shown to develop resistance 
to fungicides hence 
alternation is advisable 
practice. 

The disease is 
promoted by 
high humidity 
conditions hence 
most common 
during the cool 
and wet weather 
and in the high 
altitude growing 
areas. 
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I
n Siaya County of Western 
Kenya a farming revolution 
is taking shape, chaperoned 
by a former civil servant who 
has transformed swathes of 

traditionally unfarmed land into 
an oasis of herbs and spices. The 
herbs and spices farming has cap-
tured international markets while 
creating a new age farming re-
naissance in an area that has tra-
ditionally been synonymous with 
farming of traditional low yielding 
crops like maize and beans. It is a 
revolution that has now attracted 
cardiologists, engineers and lec-
turers who are now trying their 
hand in herbs farming. 

Siaya farmer find export markets and 
fortunes in herbs and spice farming

Mr, Joseph Opondo, the Director of 
Tangla Gardens, who has worked for 
close to 40 years in public service, got 
a light bulb moment following years 
of travel that exposed him to modern 
farming while pointing him to the 
yawning gap between production and 
demand for the herbs and spices mar-
ket that is estimated to be about $79 
billion in 2022 and poised to grow to 
$126 billion by the end of 2023.

He rented bushy land and started the 
journey of herbs and spices farming in 
August 2021. With help from agrono-
mists, he set aside 8 ha to farm a bas-
ket of herbs among them Oregano, 
thyme, basil, chives, parsley, sage, pep-
permint, coriander, rosemary, French 

Tarragon, Flat parlsey balm, lemon 
grass and garlic.

With the farming of the high value 
crops requiring specialized training, 
Tangla Gardens has tapped into the 
services of National Youth Service, 
NYS, a Government of Kenya organisa-
tion that trains young people various 
skills of national importance. The six 
NYS graduates who have been trained 
on agriculture manage the farm and 
have been pivotal in transferring the 
knowledge to local workforce, majori-
ty of them women. 

The staff have undergone theoret-
ical and practical training on farm-
ing of the herbs including planting, 

BY BOB KOIGI
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bed maintenance, manicure spacing, 
weeding, irrigation harvesting and 
packaging. With the new job they are 
guaranteed of taking care of house-
hold needs and paying of school fees 
for their children. 

The women not only earn an income 
from tending to the farm but have 
even formed their own welfare group 
dubbed Tangla Smart Self Help Group 
to grow their economic fortunes.
They save and offer loans to each other 

through a credit model dubbed table 
banking where they extend funding 
to each other and act as each other’s 
guarantors.

“I have not had consistent employ-
ment for a long time. But the herbs 
farming in Tangla Gardens gave me job 
security and economically empowered 
me to take care of my family needs 
and pay school fees for my children. I 
have also benefitted from training on 
new age farming which I hope to apply 

in my farm,” said Justine Awino, one of 
the workers at Tangla Gardens.
The farm has also opened its doors to 
agriculture students who are on their 
industrial attachments to perfect 
their skills.

This has been the farm’s contribution 
to social-economic development and 
the country’s GDP while addressing 
the challenges associated with the 
youth bulge and desperation due to 
lack of employment. 

“We are driven by the Mantra ‘Think 
Tangla, Think of opportunities.’ The 
herbs and spices farming revolution 
that we have initiated in an area that 
has traditionally been regarded as dry 
is meant to motivate more farmers 
to embrace high yielding, high value 
crops that will give the farmers more 
returns and economically empower 
them. We have shown that it can be 
done, and this is our response to the 
clarion call by the government to take 
our own initiative in addressing food 
insecurity,” Joseph says. 

Tangla Gardens has worked on main-
taining the highest levels of good ag-
ricultural practices, environmental 
sustainability by judicious use of wa-
ter through drip irrigation, filling of 
gallows to mitigate against soil ero-
sion and training its 25 labourers on 
sustainable farming practices. 

As a result, the company has attained 
Global GAP certification for environ-
ment and good agricultural practices.
“Siaya area has very good soil and 
fertile land, trainable local youth and 
women, availability of unexploited 
land for farming, availability of wa-
ter to farm throughout the year, and 
proximity to the airport which makes 
it very ideal to farm for export. These 
factors have placed Tanga Garden at a 
pole position to be a pioneer exporter 
of herbs and spices from Western Ken-



22 H O R T I N E W S  M AY   -  J U N E  2 0 2 2 23H O R T I N E W S  M AY   -  J U N E  2 0 2 2

ya. We are glad that it is taking shape,” 
said Simon Andys, an agronomist and 
founder of Premier Seed, a frontrun-
ner in the business of vegetable seed 
distribution, agronomic support and 
herb business. Simon has been the 
expert behind transforming Tangla 
Gardens into a herbs and spices pow-
erhouse. 

To sate the insatiable appetite for the 
herbs especially in the European mar-
ket, Tangla Gardens has already made 
shipments of chives, thyme, mint, pep-
per mint, rosemary and oregano to 
Netherlands and is working on deliv-
ering more orders to Italy and the rest 
of Europe. 

The company is also in talks with In-
spira Farms, a company that works 
with agribusinesses and exporters on 

cold chain solutions to construct a 
modern packhouse to expedite sorting 
and packaging of the herbs. The com-
pany is also betting on the proximity 
to the Kisumu International Airport 
to increase export volumes. 

Joseph, draws his inspiration from the 
eagle that soars in search of opportu-
nities while defying numerous odds. It 
is evident in the numerous mementos 
that don his office, from pen holders 
shaped in the form of an eagle to mugs 
with engravings of eagles. His growth 
strategy is clear: “There is a growing 
demand for these spices and herbs es-
pecially by a burgeoning middle class 
who are keen on their health and we 
are warming up to meet this booming 
demand by increasing the variety of 
herbs and area under production. We 
want the world to enjoy freshly grown 

herbs from this side of Africa even as 
we contribute to the general health of 
the citizens of the world. We respond 
to market needs,” Joseph added.

The company is 
also betting on the 
proximity to the 
Kisumu International 
Airport to increase 
export volumes. 
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T
here is a big unexploited market for Kenya 
products in South Korea, according to 
Ambassador Mwende Mwinzi.  Ms Mwinzi, 
addressing members of the Fresh Produce 
Consortium Kenya,  via a zoom conference 

decried lack of proactiveness by both exporters and 
promoters to tap the huge potential  the South Asia 
economic giant has to offer.

South Korea, said FPC Chief Executive Officer, Okisegere 
Ojepat, has massive opportunities for export markets 
diversification despite the existing access challenges.

Ms Mwinzi said despite there exisiting a protocol on 
unripe bananas and brocolli since 2016, Kenya has not 
shipped a single banana while only a single brocolli 
cargo arrived in Seol.

Since her arrival  in Seol, Ms Mwinzi has conducted an  
in-depth study on the Kenya-South Korea trade ties 
and is seeking ways of getting Kenya exporters to tap 
into the available and potential opportunities to earn 
foreign echange and narrow the trade imbalance that’s 
heavily tilted in favour of  South Korea.

In this regard, the Embassy is organized a Kenya week 
last year to  showcase the country’s goods, which, 
according to a survey are largely unknown. “ In South 
Korea, Kenya is known for the marathons and game 
reserves but not as a source of popular agriculture 
products, except coffee”, she told an attentive audience.

Kenya Coffee flies off the shelves in South Korea, 
attesting to its popularity, the reason behind the Kenya 
Coffee Week, that the embassy has expanded into the 
Kenya Week.

“We have lots of catching up to do”, Ms Mwinzi said,  to 
benefit from the world’s 8th largest economy and Asia’s 
fourth,  adding that considering South Korea is not an 
agriculture country,  the trade gap between the two 
countries need not be as big as it stands.  It largely  sells 
to Kenya technology and electronics.

She told the e-gathering  Kenya has nine pending 
protocols to export nine more products to South 
Korea. These include baby carrots, peas, pineapples and 
avocados. Ironically, there is a massive ready market 
for avocado oil, which doesn’t require the Pest Risk 
Analysis, that remains the major obstacle to exploiting 
the market.  Fresh avocado exports negotiations have 
been ongoing for five years without a breakthrough 
due to stringent phytosanitary  regulations through 
which the Asian country  prevents entry of pests and 
diseases into its soils.

Mr Ojepat reports avocado oil, a main ingredient in 
the manufacture of cosmetics and essenses is in high 
demand, and makers of the commodity can immediately 
tap into this opportunity.

Ms Mwinzi says the market is however not easy to 
access due to high tariffs and lack of direct flights from 
Nairobi.

The tariffs are as high as 500% for green teas, 37% 
for babycorn, making Kenya produce face a unfair 
advantage in a market dominated by China.

Despite the challenges, Ms Mwinzi reports the Kenya 
Embassy has engaged trade organizations that have 
expressed willingness to assist Kenya goods enter the 
South Korean market. The organizations include the 
Korea Chamber of Commerce & Industry, the Federation 
of Korea  Industries  and the Africa  Foundation among 
others.  The  Foundation  is funding the embassy to 
popularize Kenya’s goods in the country.

Seoul here we come

BY CATHERINE RIUNGU
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H
istory is in the making 
for Kenya’s agriculture 
sector following a 
partnership   between 
industry and academics 

to introduce an internship programme 
for agriculture graduates.  

In a unprecedented move, Elgon 
Kenya and the University of Nairobi 
have  joined hands  to place selected 
fresh agriculture graduates under 
a scheduled intensive   six-month 
internship programme ushering 
in what speakers at the flagging 
off of the first cohort  last week 
termed a milestone in bridging the 
gap between skills taught at the 
university, practices  in the field and 
job market requirements.  Some 

Agriculture  internship programme 
a step in the right direction 
BY NELSON MAINA

20 graduates  drawn from various  
faculty of agriculture departments 
have started  the internship. They 
will be spread across key agriculture 
counties for on-farm exposure after 
which they will receive certificates 
and recommendation for further 
career pursuits with practical skills.  
The disciplines include  agriculture, 
horticulture, ,  agribusiness 
management, food science and 
technology,  agriculture education 
and  extension; and biosystems 
engineering. 

The two leading institutions are 
in the process of setting up an 
Agriculture Innovation and Technical 
Centre at the College of Agriculture & 
Veterinary Sciences where practical 

training, knowledge sharing and 
innovations incubation among 
other industry technologies will be 
showcased. 

The graduates internship programme 
comes in the wake of renewed efforts 
to transform the agriculture sector, 
retool and refocus efforts towards 
increased production for food 
security and job creation.  

Both the graduates internship  and 
the AITC are perfect examples of the 
need for policy, training and practice 
to meet  for a clear growth path 
which enables innovations to steer 
productivity.  Without a knowledge 
sharing centre that supports 
innovations, it takes longer for 

University of Nairobi Vice Chancellor Prof Stephen Kiama, Elgon Kenya Managing Director Bimal Kantaria and 
Principal Secretary, Treasury Dr  Julius Muia during the flagging off of the internship programme.
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industry to adopt new ideas if 
ever.  The University of Nairobi 
for instance reports it has many 
innovations that are yet to be 
commercialized due to lack of 
a value chain that links users 
with innovators.  

The AITC seeks to break the 
chain and make it possible 
for industry to always be on 
the lookout for innovations 
required to improve 
productivity. It will, at the 
same time, encourage  and 
motivate innovators to roll 
out fresh technologies putting 
Kenya on the global map, and 
possibly earn foreign exchange 
by exporting knowledge.  
We are a major consumer of 
agriculture technologies from 
advanced countries like Israel, 
Netherlands and South Africa 
and this could change with the 
introduction of the graduate  
programme and the innovation 
centre. 

It is therefore not surprising speaker 
after speaker during the unveiling 
of the pioneer graduates under the 
programme looked visibly excited and 
had lofty words to the young people 
setting the pace for this journey. 

Elgon Kenya Managing Director 
Bimal Kantaria termed the day one 
of the best in his life.  As the leader 
of the company that is taking in 
these young minds, Mr Kantaria saw 
the future of Kenya’s agriculture 
sector unfolding in front of his 
eyes.  Creating young agriculture 
professionals is what will determine 
the success of the efforts being put 
into reforming the industry, he said 
adding that it was a gift Elgon Kenya 
chose to give to Kenya in appreciation 
of our country and an industry which 
gives the company business.  

Univeristy of Nairobi Vice 
Chancellor Prof Stephen Kiama 
said the programme seeks to instill 
streetsmart skills among the 
graduates who will either create self-

employment or be employer-ready at 
the end of the six months internship. 
Principal Secretary, Treasury Dr  
Julius Muia couldn’t hide his joy, 
having mentioned the need for such 
a programme without knowing he 
would see it happen some day! 

Dr Rose Kagia, an economic  advisor 
in the Office of the President 
probably gave the best description of 
the programme.  It is a major driver 
of the Generation Unlimited project, 
a Vision 2030 goal that seeks to see all 
young people between age 18-24 either 
in school or working while Farida 
Abbas, CEO British Council saw an 
avenue for their support for the 
Youth in Agriculture programme. 

From whichever way we look at it, the 
AITC graduate internship initiative is 
a trailblazer in linking knowledge and 
practice; and pulling back the fading 
interest of the youth to agriculture. 

Nelson Maina  is the Marketing 
Manager, Elgon Kenya.
nelsonmaina@elgonkenya.com
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FARM NAME  PRODUCT  LOCATION  CONTACT PERSON  TELEPHONE  EMAIL ADDRESS
AAA Flowers Rumuruti  Roses  Rumuruti  Shailesh   0722 203750  shailesh.rai@aaagrowers.co.ke
AAA- Flowers -Chui Farm  Roses  Timau  Shailesh   0722 203750  shailesh.rai@aaagrowers.co.ke
Africala  Cuttings  Eldoret  Meindert     meindert@africalla.com
Africa Blooms  Roses  Salagaa  Ravindra Chaudhari  0723159076 ravindra.chaudhari@xflora.net
Aquila Development  Roses  Naivasha  Abhay Marathe  0729776656  gm@aquilaflowers.com
Baraka Farm  Roses  Nyandarua  Lawrence Mwangi  0708131814 production@barakaroses.com
Batian Flowers  Roses  Timau    020 2047462  info@batianflowers.com
BeautyLine Ltd  Cut Flowers  Naivasha  Peter Gathiaka  0722676925  peter@beautyli.com
Benev flora Ltd  Hypericum
Bila Shaka Flowers  Roses  Naivasha  Joost Zuurbier  0722204489  bilashaka.flowers@zuurbier.com
Black Petals Limited  Roses, germain, Limuru  Nirzar Jundre  0722848560  nj@blackpetals.co.ke
Blooming Africa Limited  Hydrangea, Gilgil    712227909  admin@blooming-innovations.com
Bloomingdale Roses (K) Ltd  Roses  Nanyuki  Sunil   0718991182  info@bloomingdaleroses.com
Bloom Valley Ltd  Roses  Salgaa  Ramnath Sarbande  0780314387  ramnath.sarbande@xflora.net
Carzan Flowers (K) KS-farm Fowers Salgaa  Mahesh     Seb.chamber@carzankenya.com
Credible Blooms Flowers  Flowers  Rumuruti  Eliud Njenga   0722382859  eliud@pigeonblooms.com
Dale Flora  Roses  Mogotio  Ajay Sutar   0711102266  ajay.sutar24@gmail.com
Desire Flowers  Flowers  Isinya  Rajat Chaohan  0724264653  rajatchaohan@hotmail.com
De ruiters Breeder  Roses  Naivasha  Fred Okinda   0722579204  Fred.okinda@deruiter.com
Dummen  Breeders  Naivasha  Steve Outram  0733 609863  s.outram@dummenorange.com
Elbur flora- kimman  Roses  Nakuru  Daniel Moge   0721734104  kimmanexp@gmail.com
Enkasiti Thika  Flowers  Thika  Tambe   0734256798  enkasiti@gmail.com
Credible Blooms  Flowers  Rumuruti  Eliud Njenga   0722382859  eliud@pigeonblooms.com
Equinox  Flowers  Nanyuki  Harry Kruger   0707266956  harry@equinoxflowers.com
Everest Flowers Ltd  Flowers  Mt. Kenya  Peter Njagi
Everflora Ltd  Flowers  Thika  Bipin Patel   0735873798  everflora@dmblgroup.com
Peninah  Roses Athiriver  Dan   0734626942  dan@exoticfields.com
Fairy Flowers F lowers  Limuru  Sylivester   0753444237  sylvesterkahoro@yahoo.com
Fides Kenya Ltd  Cuttings  Embu  Bernard Marindany   0726 366 752  B.Marindany@DummenOrange.com
Finlays -Tarakwet  Flowers  Kericho  Lelon Chepkwony - -
Finlays Chemirel  Flowers  Kericho  Aggrey Simiyu  0722601639  aggrey.simiyu@finlays.co.ke
Finlays- Lemotit  Flowers  Kericho  Japheth Langat  0722 863527  japheth.langat@finlays.co.ke
Fontana Ltd-Salgaa  Roses  Salgaa  Kimani   0733605219  production@fontana.co.ke
Fontana Ltd - Akina  Roses  Njoro  Mahindra Patil  0798254199 --
Fontana Ltd - Ayana  Roses  Mau Narok  Gideon Maina  0721 178974  gideon@fontana.co.ke
Flamingo Holdings  Flowers  Naivasha  Peter Mwangi  0722204505  peter.mwangi@flamingo.net
Flamingo Holdings-Kingfisher Flowers  Naivasha  Isaac Karanja  0720473502  kingfishercarnations@
flamingo.net
Flamingo Holdings- Kingfisher Flowers  Naivasha  Jacob Wanyonyi  O722773560  jacob.wanyonyi@flamin-
go.net
Flamingo Holdings-Siraji  Roses  Nanyuki  Peris Muturi
Flower City  Flowers  Nairobi Pradeep Kumar  0790309600  info@flowercitykenyaltd.com

Kenya flower farms

DIRECTORY
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Flamingo Flora  Roses  Njoro  Sam Nyoro   0721993857  s.ivor@flamingoflora.co.ke
Flora ola  Roses  Solai-Nakuru  Lucas Choi   0721832710  lucas.floraola@gmail.com
Flora Deligh Flowers  Limuru  Marco   0710802065  marcovansandijk@yahoo.com
Florensis Ltd  Cuttings  Naivasha  Anne Marie      annemarie@florensis.co.ke
Florenza Flowers  Roses  Solai  Yogesh   0737453768  florenza@megaspingroup.com
Fresh Gold Flowers Ltd  Flowers  Mt. Kenya  John Karimi   0721622294  karimi@freshgolgkenya.co.ke
Gatoka Roses  Roses  Thika Herman  Njuguna   0728 854 844  info@gatokaflowers.com
Golden Tulip  Roses  Olkalao  Umesh Choudhery  0739729658  umesh@bth.co.ke
Groove  Flowers  Naivasha  John Ngoni   0724448601  grovekenya@gmail.com
Harvest / Manjo Plants  Roses  Olkalao  Paul Salim   0722 470 717  paul.salim@harvestflowers.com
Harvest Ltd  Roses  Athiriver  Paul Salim   0722 470 717  paul.salim@harvestflowers.com
Harvest Flowers Group  Roses  Murungaru  Paul Salim   0722 470 717  paul.salim@harvestflowers.com
Imani Flowers  Flowers  Nakuru  Raphael Otieno  0792302466  raphael@imaniflowers.co.ke
Interplant Roses  Roses  Naivasha  Gavin Mourittzen  0733220333  info@interplantea.co.ke
Isinya Flowers Flowers  Isinya  Rajesh     pm@isinyaroses.com
Jim Fresh  Flowers  Nairobi  Dan Agawo  0722 894 822  danagawo@mbogatuu.com
Karen Roses  Roses  Nairobi  Peter Mutinda  0723353414  pmutinda@karenroses.com
Kariki Ltd-  Flowers  Thika  Samwel Kamau 0723721748  production@kariki.co.ke
Kariki Ltd   Eryngiums  Nanyuki  Richard Fernandes  062-31023/6  bondet.production@karik.biz
Kariki Ltd  Hypericum  Naivasha  Peter Kamwaro  O721758644  hamwe.fm@kariki.biz
Kariki Ltd  Fowers  Molo  Joseph Juma   0725643942  production.fm@kudenga.co.ke
Kenflora Limited  Roses   Limuru  Abdul Aleem   0722311468  info@kenfloraa.com
Kentalya  Cuttings  Naivasha  Linnet   0733549773  lynette@kentalya.com
KHE  Flowers Nanyuki  Elijah Mutiso  0722254757  mutiso@khekenya.com
Kisima Farm  Roses  Timau  Martin Dyer  0722593911  martin@kisima.co.ke
Kongoni River Farm Roses  Naivasha  Anand Patil   0728608785  anand.patil@vegpro-group.com
Kongoni River Farm Flowers  Nanyuki  Madhav Lengare  0722202342  madhav@vegpro-group.com
Kongoni River Farm  Flowers  Naivasha Prabkaran   0739906040  prabakaran@vegpro-group.com
Kongoni River Farm  Flowers  Timau  Oppaso Bandgar   07120070053  oppasobandgar@vegpro-group.com
Kongoni River Farm Flowers  Timau  Rakesh Kuttaiah  0724631299  rakesh.kuttaiah@vegpro-group.com
Kongoni- Galaxy  Roses  Naivasha  Kiran Nangare   0787787544  kiran@vegpro-group.com
Lamorna Ltd  Roses  Naivasha  Mureithi   0722238474  admin@lamornaflowers.com
Lathyflora Roses Limuru  Mbauni Mbauni John  0721798710  mbaunij@yahoo.com
Lauren International  Flowers  Thika  Chris Ogutu/Carlos  0722783598  laurenflowers@accesskenya.co.ke
Laurel Investment  Roses  Nakuru  Rajendra Jadhav  0738359459  rajendra.laurel@bht.co.ke
Livewire  Hypericum  Naivasha  Esau Onyango  0728606878  management@livewire.co.ke
Lobelia Ltd/ Sunland  Roses  Timau  Peter Viljoen   0721632877  info@lobelia.co.ke
Lolomarik  Roses  Nanyuki  Topper Murry  0715 727991  topper@lolomarik.com
Magana Roses  Roses  Nairobi  Nicholas Ambanya  0732 779 987  ceo@maganaflowers.com
Mahee Flowers  Roses  Olkalao  Rao Venkatesh  0705401431  maheefm@eaga.co.ke
Maridadi Flowers  Flowers  Naivasha  Jack Kneppers  0733333289  jack@maridadiflowers.com
Maua Agritech  Flowers  Isinya  Madan Chavan  0738669799  production@mauaagritech.com
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Mau Flora  Roses  Molo  Mahesh   0787765684  mahesh@mauflora.co.ke
Milenium Growers  Flowers   Sushant Wankara  0731316000  sushant@marvelgreens.com
Molo Greens  Flowers  Molo  Justus Metho  0722 755396  justus@mologreens.com
Mt. Elgon Flowers  Roses  Eldoret  Bob Anderson  0735329395  bob@mtelgon.com
Mwanzi Flowers Ltd  Roses  Rumuruti  Ram   0722265845 
Mzuurie Flowers  Flowers  Eldoret  Mark Juma   0727471034  mjuma@majimazuri.co.ke
Mzuurie Flowers   Flowers  Kilelwa  Andrew Wambua  0724256592  awambua@moloriverroses.co.ke
Mzuurie Flowers Flowers Karen Raphael Mulinge 0725848909 rmulinge@winchester.co.ke

Nirp East Africa  Roses  Naivasha  Danielle Spinks  0702685581 danielles@nirpinternational.com
Ol Njorowa  Roses  Naivasha  Charles Kinyanjui  0723986467  mbegufarm@iconnect.co.ke
Oserian Flowers  Flowers  Naivasha  Christine Karambu  0702350689  christine.karambu@oserian.com
Panda Flowers  Roses  Naivasha  Geofrey Kanyari
Panocol International  Roses  Eldoret  Paul Wekesa   0722748298  paul.wekesa@panocal.
co.ke
Penta Flowers  Flowers  Thika  Tom Ochieng   0723904006  @pentaflowers.co.ke
Pendekeza  Roses  Nanyuki  Richard Siele   0722716158  tambuzi.sales@tambuzi.co.ke
PJ Dave  Flowers  Isinya  Sanjiv Dogra   0737576966  pjdaveflowers@wananchi.com
PJ Flora  Flowers  Isinya  Palani Muthiah  0752607651  muthiah.palani1971@gmail.com
PJ Flowers Ltd  Roses  Isinya  Sanjiv   0737576966  sanjiv@pjdave.com
PJ Flora Roses  Roses    Santos Kulkarni  0738990521  santosh@pjdave.com
Kentalya Cuttings 
Porini Flowers  Roses  Molo  Vivek Sharma  0731040498  gm@poriniflowers.com
Primarosa Flowers Ltd  Roses  Olojororok  Shantaram   0701464049  production.p2@primarosaflowers.
com
Rain Forest Farmlands Ltd  Roses  Naivasha  Mr. George Onguko  0725762099  george@durofarms.com
Ravine Roses Flowers  Nakuru  Peter Kamuren  0722205657  pkamuren@karenroses.com
Redhil Nurseries   Nairobi  Collins Omuga     0722 598 498  production@red-hill.farm
Redland Roses  Roses  Thika  Aldric Spindler  0733603572  aldric@redlandsroses.co.ke
Redwing Flowers  Flowers  Nakuru  Simon Sayer   0722227278  sayer@redwingltd.co.ke
Rift Valley Roses (K) Ltd  Roses  Naivasha  Peterson Muchuri  0716589898  m@riftvalleyroses.co.ke
Rimiflora Ltd  Hypericum  Njoro  Richard Mutua  0722357678  richard@rimiflora.com
Riverdale Blooms Ltd  Roses  Thika  Antony Mutugi  0202095901  rdale@swiftkenya.com
Roseto  Roses  Roseto  Arvind   0734848560  gm.roseto@megaspingroup.com
Rozzika Gardens  Roses Naivasha Mbuthia  0721849045 jwachiram@yahoo.com
Savannah international  Geranium  Naivasha  Ignatius lukulu  0728424902  i.lukulu@savanna-international.com
Selecta Kenya   Thika  Robert Khamala  0727 467 464  r.khamala@selectakenya.com
Solai Roses  Roses
Sojanmi Spring Fields  Roses  Njoro  Ashesh Mishra  0792217088  ashesh@xflora.net
Schreus  Roses  Naivasha  Haiko Backer
Shades Horticulture   Isinya  Ashutosh Mishra  0722972018  info@shadeshorticulture.com
Shalimar  Flowers  Naivasha  Dinka 
Sian Roses - Maasai  Roses  Isinya  Andrew Tubei  0722728364  atubei@sianroses.co.ke
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Sian Roses - Agriflora (K) Ltd  Roses  Nakuru  Charles Mulemba    cmulemba@sianroses.co.ke
Sian Roses - Equator  Roses  Nakuru  Nehemiah Kangogo  0725848910  nkangogo@sianroses.co.ke
Sierra flora  Roses  Njoro  Sharieff   0787243952  farm.sierra@megaspingroup.com
Simbi  Roses   Thika  Karue Jefferson  067 44292  simbi@sansora.co.ke
Sirgoek Flowers  Flowers  Eldoret  Andrew Keittany  0725 946429  sirgoek@africaonline.co.ke
Solai Milmet/Tindress  Flowers  Nakuru  Vinoj J. Kumar  0737801646  solairoses@gmail.com
Subati Flowers  Roses  Subukia  Naren Patel   0712 584124  naren@subatiflowers.com
Subati Flowers  Roses  Naivasha  Naren Patel   0712 584124  @subatiflowers.com
Suera Flowers Ltd  Roses  Nyahururu  George Kimathi  O724622638  gkbuuri@gmail.com
Sunland Timau Flair  Roses  Timau  Peter Viljoen   0723383736  info@lobelia.co.ke
Stockman rozen  Roses  Naivasha  Julius muchiri  0708220408  julius@srk.co.ke
Syngenta Flowers - Kenya  Cuttings  Ruiru  James Ouma   O725217284  john.odhiambo@syngenta.com
Syngenta Flowers - Kenya Cuttings Thika  Kavosi Philip  O721225540  philip.munyoki@syngenta.com
Syngenta  Flowers  Thika  Joseph Ayieko  O733552500 joseph.ayieko@syngenta.com
Tambuzi  Roses  Nanyuki  Richard Siele   0722716158  tambuzi.sales@tambuzi.co.ke
Timaflor Ltd  Flowers  Nanyuki  Simon van de Berg  0724443262  info@timaflor.com
Transebel  Flowers  Thika  David Muchiri  O724646810  davidmuchiri@transebel.co.ke
Tulaga  Roses  Naivasha  Steve Alai   0722659280  tulagaflower@africaonline.co.ke
Tulaga  Flowers  Rumuruti  Gideon Kariuki  0701153844  tulagamarmanet@africaonline.co.ke
Tk Farm  Flowers Nakuru  Gichuki   0721499043  davidgichuki20@yahoo.com
Uhuru Flowers  Flowers  Nanyuki  Ivan Freeman  O713889574  ivan@uhuruflowers.co.ke
Utee Estate  Flowers  Nairobi  Mane   0737 513 844 mane.uel@btfgroup.com
United Selections  Roses  Nakuru  Jeroen Van Marrewijk  0700176556  jvanmarrewijk@unit-
ed-selections.com
V.D.Berg Roses  Roses  Naivasha  Johan Remeeus  O721868312  johan@roseskenya.com
Valentine Ltd  Roses  Limuru  Joseph Kariuki  0728 093 379  joseph.kariuki@valentinegrowers.
com
Van Kleef Ltd  Roses  Njoro  Rathan   0787266007  rathan@vankleef.nl
WAC International Breeder  Naivasha  Richard Mc Gonnell  0722810968  richard@wac-international.com
Waridi Ltd -  Flowers Athiriver  Cameron   0722 745 478  cameron@waridifarm.com
Wilham Kabuku  Flowers Nairobi  Natarajan   0735 792 063  natarajan@eaga.co.ke
Wildfire Roses Fowers  Naivasha  Eliud Kimani   0727598349  roses@wildfire-flowers.com
Wilfay  hypericum  Subukia  Makori   0723358644  makoriwilfay@gmail.com
Wilmar Agro Ltd Flowers  Thika  Alice Muiruri   0722 321203  alice.muiruri@wilmar.co.ke
Windsor  Flowers  Thika  Pradeep Bodumalla  0736 586 059  farm@windsor-flowers.com
Xpressions Flora  Roses  Njoro  Brijesh Patel   0715469732  brijesh.patel@xflora.net
Zena -Thika Farm  Roses  Thika  John Magara    -- sales@zenaroses.co.ke
Zena - Asai Farm  Roses  Eldoret  Phanuel Ochunga  0722506026 pochunga@zenaroses.com
Zena  Roses-  Sosiani  Jackson
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TANZANIA FLOWER FARMS
FARM NAME PRODUCT LOCATION CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE EMAIL ADDRESS

Kili flora  Roses  Arusha  Jerome Bruins  255 27-25536 33  jbruins@habari.co.tz

Mt. Meru  Roses  Arusha  Tretter   255 27 2553385  flowers.com

Tengeru Flowers  Roses  Arusha  Tretter   255 27 255 3834  teflo@africaonline.co.tz

 Multi flower Ltd  Crysenthemums  Arusha  Tjerk Scheltema  255 27 250 1990  tjerk@arushacutting.com

Dekker Bruins Crysenthemums  Arusha  Lucas Gerit   255 27 255 3138  info@tfl.co.tz

Arusha cuttings  Crysenthemums  Arusha  Tjerk Scheltema  255 27 250 1990  tjerk@arushacutting.com

ETHIOPIA FLOWER FARMS
FARM NAME PRODUCT LOCATION CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE EMAIL ADDRESS

Abssinia flowers  Cuttings  Legedadi  Toon Van Kessel  +251 116653911  tvankessel@yahoo.com

Addisfloracom PLC  Roses  Holeta  Kitema Mihret  +251 912 264190  tasfaw@addisflora.com

Afriflowers PLC  Folwers  Holeta  Mauricio Castillo  +251 937977849  topigs@grepodelago.com

Agriflora  Roses  Holeta  -  +251 922 397760  flowers@ethionet.et

Alliance Flowers PLC  Roses   Holeta  Navale   +251 116184341  navele@nehainternational.com

Arsi Agricultural Mecahanization  Roses  Holeta  - -   arsiflower@ethionet.et

 Assela Flowers Farm PLC  Cut Flowers  Wolliso  Friedrich Wilheilm  +251 911431417  info@asellaflowers.com 

AQ Roses PLC  Roses  Ziway  Frank Ammerlaan  +251 464414277  frank@aqroses.com

Beti Ornamentals Cut Flowers  Debre Zeit  Henock Zerihun  +251 116521211  betiornamentaldz@gmail.com

 Bukito Flowers  Roses  Debra Zyeit  Anteneh Tesfaye  +251 911 615571 -

Braam Flowers PLC  Roses  Ziway  Ben Braam   +251 464413137  braam.roses@gmail.coings 

Desa Plants PLC  Cuttings  Mojo-Ejersa  Ben Depraeter  +251 116569195  ben@desaplants.com

Dire Highlands Flowers PLC  Roses  Holeta  Seifu Bedada  +251 113870308  dhf@ethionet.et

 Dire flowers 2  Roses  Sebata  Abenet Fiktu  +251 911 149 329  abifiktu@yahoo.com

Dugda Floriculture Dev’t PLC  Roses  Debre Zeit  Adugna Bekele  +251 4336142/43  general@dugdaflora.com

Ethio dream PLC  Roses  Holeta  Jan Prins   +251 11 2372334/35  ethiodream@ethionet.et 

Ethio Agri- CEFT  Roses  Welmera  Asfaw Kejela  +251 112372415/18  ethioagriceft@ethionet.et

Enyi Ethio Roses  Roses  Sebeta  Endale Yirga  +251 113482143  enyi@ethionet.et

 Eden Roses  Roses  Sebata  Vaibhav Aggarwal  +251 8959343  vaibhav@edenroses.com

Ethio passion Agro PLC/Oda  Roses  Sebeta  Roshan Muthappa  +251 111561572/73  ethiopassion@ethiopassion.com

ET Highland Flora PLC  Roses  Sebeta  Tsegaye Abebe  +251 113383710  bnf2etf@ethionet.et

Euro Flora PLC  Roses  Holeta  Shiranda Pia  +251 118602075  euroflora@gmail.com

Evergreen Farm  Roses   Debra zyeit  Hiwot   +251 912 18 5065  Hiwot.Ayaneh@yahoo.com

 Ewf Flowers Hydragiums  Sebata  Humphrey   +251 920 35 1931  production-manager@Ewf-flowers.com

Ethiopia Cuttings PLC Cuttings  Koka  Sunil Hemdev  +251 224590151-55  akalu.ermias@syngenta.com

Ethipia Magical Farm Cuttings  Sendafa  Daniel Bentora  +251 118606534  emf@ethionet.et

Freesia Ethiopia PLC  Flowers  Sebata  Ronald Vijverberg  +251 118101018  freesia@ethionet.et
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 Grow Smart, 
Grow More..
Grow the Elgon Way

T R A N S F O R M I N G  F A R M S  &  L I V E S  T H R O U G H  T E C H N O L O G Y
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